


Postoje teme koje su uvek prisutne u dru{tvenom `ivotu 
svih civilazacija na evropskom tlu. Jedna od wih je polo`aj 

i uloga `ene u privatnoj i javnoj sferi pojedinih socijalnih sredina. 

Izlo`ba FEMINA BALCANICA: MATER, MATRONA, AUGUSTA, DEA
@ena na Balkanu u anti~kom dobu

osvetqava pojedine segmente u `ivotu `ena tokom antike, stvaraju}i ujedno sliku 
o wihovoj ulozi u dru{tvu. Postaje jasno da je `ena bila „gospodarica“ u ku}i, 

ra|aju}i i odgajaju}i decu, o ~ijem se odrastawu brinula. Na wenom radu po~ivao 
je opstanak porodice, ona je izra|ivala ili nabavqala kuhiwske i stone posude, 

pripremala je hranu, tkala i pravila ode}u. Naime, tokom rimskog perioda 
`ivot se odvijao u pro{irenim zajednicama, nazvanim familiae. 

Ugledne i imu}ne `ene predstavqane su tipiziranim statuama tipa Velika 
i Mala Herkulanka. Sprovo|ewe ustaqenih rituala i religijskih obreda uglavnom 

je pripadalo aktivnostima koje su obavqale `ene. Ali, uvek su postojale mogu}nosti 
koje je anti~ka `ena tokom vremena uspostavqala, kojima je, javno ili tajno, 

ostvarivala uticaj i u drugim oblastima dru{tveno-politi~kog `ivota unutar zajednice.
Wen ve}i upliv na politiku Rimskog carstva dogodio se krajem II i po~etkom III veka, 

kada su vladari iz dinastije Antonina, a pogotovo Severa, promenili dotada{wi 
na~in nasle|ivawa prestola, po kome je vladaju}i car usvajao svog naslednika. 

Ukoliko su poticale iz bogate porodice ili su imale supruga na zna~ajnom 
polo`aju u civilnoj ili vojnoj administraciji, one su posedovale relativno 
luksuzan nakit kojim su se kitile. @ene iz gradova su se odevale i ~e{qale 

po rimskoj modi, a one iz ruralnih sredina nosile su lokalnu no{wu i kitile se 
bogatim ukrasima inspirisanim tradicionalnim nakitom. Me|utim, zbog intenzivne

romanizacije, koju je pratilo i prihvatawe aktuelnih trendova, moda je tada, 
kao i uvek, u~inila svoje, pa se s vremenom gube tradicije autohtonog 

stanovni{tva u stilu odevawa i ukra{avawa `ena.

Neki principi na kojima je bio zasnovan `ivot rimske porodice 
mogu da se sagledaju i u duhovnoj sferi, budu}i da je u rimski panteon, 

uspostavqawem bo`anske trijade, umnogome bila transponovana 
porodica iz realnog `ivota.
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There are themes always present in the social life 
of all civilizations on European ground. One of them is the position and role 

of women in the private and public sphere within distinct social environments.

The exhibition FEMINA BALCANICA: MATER, MATRONA, AUGUSTA, DEA. 
Women in the Balkans in the Antique Period

shed light on certain segments in the life of women in the period of Antiquity, 
creating at the same time the picture of their role in the society. It becomes clear that 

the woman was the ‘mistress’ of the house, bearing and raising children and taking care 
of their growing up. Her labor supported the survival of the family, she produced or obtained

the kitchen and table ware, she prepared food, wove, and made clothes. Namely, the life 
in the Roman times was taking place in the extended communities known as familiae.

Respectable and wealthy women have been represented by the typified statues of the type 
of Large and Small Herculaneum Women. The women were also main active participants 

in carrying the regular ritual and religious ceremonies. But still, there were always possibilities,
which the antique woman took advantage of and by which, openly or secretly, she exerted 

her influence also in the other spheres of the social and political life within the community. 
Her more significant influence on policy of the Roman Empire took place at the end of the 2nd

and the beginning of the 3rd century when the rulers of the Antonines and particularly of 
the Severan dynasty changed the existing way of inheriting the throne, according to which 

the reigning emperor adopted his heir. If the women came from the well-off families or they
had spouses in important positions in the civil or army administration, they possessed relatively

luxurious jewelry they adorned themselves with. The women in towns dressed and combed 
their hair according to the Roman fashion and those from the rural areas were dressed in 

local costume and adorned with rich ornaments inspired by the traditional jewelry. 
However, as a result of intense Romanization followed by adopting the actual fashion trends,

fashion then, as always, did its thing, so over time, the traditions of the indigenous 
population in the style of dressing and decorating women are lost.

Certain principles on which the life of the Roman family had been based could be 
comprehend also in the spiritual sphere, as by introducing the divine triad 

in the Roman pantheon thus the family from the real life 
had been transposed to the religious domain.
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